THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
where my hon. Friend was well known and apparently well
respected, with its eyes open to the office he held and to the ties
which bound him to assist the Government, elected him, and he
unwittingly accepted the honour,
I am assured that he might on the action of a common informer
be mulcted in financial penalties, or upon a Motion in this House
his election might be declared null and void. He is not alone.
The Member for Ormskirk (Commander King-Hall) and the Member
for Rotherhithe (Mr. Benjamin Smith) are equally in this dangerous
area, but worse may come. There may be a good many more fish
in the net. The Member for Burton, in his comfortable, secure
position in that constituency, has not realized that not everyone is
in that position of impeccable political stability which he has so
long enjoyed.
I took the trouble, working into the early hours this morning,
to go through the White Paper with the Law Officers of the Crown,
and I am sure that there are quite a lot of other cases, most disput-
able, or at any rate very doubtful and challengeable, where action
might be taken by the common informer. Such action would
proceed in the courts at the expense of the Member concerned. It
might be carried from court to court, to his endless vexation and
the detriment of his war work, and, possibly, to his heavy financial
loss. I do not think any fair-minded man would expect a Govern-
ment which had offered and sanctioned such appointments to permit
this state of uncertainty to continue or to allow men who are
giving valuable and faithful services to the State at the Govern-
ment's request to lie under the menace and distress of potential
persecution. I am asked why I make this a vote of confidence.
This is why I felt bound to do so. If these men are to be censured,
let us be censured too. If they are to be punished, let us share
their misfortunes. If the House will not give to them and to us
this relief, then I think the House will be taking upon its shoulders
a more direct responsibility than it usually desires to do, in view of
the burdens, not inconsiderable, of our present-day life. And so
I put before the' House, as the first of the practical objects of this
BUI, fair play to individual Members, and I call upon the House to
give their particular attention to this aspect and ask them, in the
name of the Government, to afford to these men the relief and
security which are their due.
There is a second point which ought not to be overlooked. At
this time, when we are fighting for our lives, surely it is in the
interests of the country that the Government responsible for the
safety of the people, and for the successful emergence of the British